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disease and its cause were discovered. Other toxic 
waste, including cadmium, also poisoned Japanese 
citizens. During the 1960s, there were more and more 
public protests against pollution and other environmental 
dangers: 76,000 protests and petitions in 1971 alone. 
The result was that the Japanese government felt 
obliged to introduce environmental laws and to enforce 
them rigorously. Those laws were passed in the early 
1970s. That development coincided with two others that 
helped reduce pollution and energy use: the revaluation 
of the yen in 1971 when America withdrew from the 
fixed-exchange rate system that had existed since 
1945; and the oil shock of 1973, when an Arab oil 
embargo led to dramatic rises in oil prices and to a 
surge in worldwide inflation. Japanese industry was 
forced by those cost pressures and by the new 
environmental laws to move suddenly and vigorously 
upmarket into higher-technology and less energy-
intensive products and processes: the era of the 
motorcycle and the steel mill was replaced by the era of 
the microchip and the video-cassette recorder. 

Now, blue skies are as common in the big Japanese 
cities as the weather allows. Water is clean. Japan’s 
record on cleaning up toxic waste is less good, but it has 
certainly improved. Environmental worries in Japan 
have moved away from straightforward pollution and 
towards aesthetic concerns about the loss of beautiful 
forests or coastlines. Japanese industry is the most 
energy-efficient in the world. 

WILL CHINA AND INDIA FOLLOW JAPAN?

The question normally posed about China and India is 
whether the world could cope if Chinese and Indians 
adopted American lifestyles. But the question should be 
changed: could the world cope if these countries were to 

adopt Japanese lifestyles, or perhaps the 21st-century 
equivalent to the change in Japan in the 1970s? The 
answer, surely, is that the world could cope with that, 
as long as the rest of us were adapting to new costs and 
new technologies at the same time. Then, however, 
there is another question: will China and India in fact 
follow Japan?
There is no way to know for sure, as we cannot foretell 
the future. But there are encouraging signs, at least in 
China, that the Japanese pattern might indeed be 
followed. The state of China’s economy now, in the first 
decade of the 21st century, is strikingly similar to the 
situation Japan found itself in during the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. Like Japan then, China has recently been 
expanding heavy industry with encouragement from 
ultra-cheap capital and a fixed currency, and has built 
up a huge trade surplus. China is beginning to suffer 
from rising inflation thanks to high oil and food prices, 
and its labour costs are rising too. At the same time, 
public protests about environmental dangers are 
spreading around many Chinese cities. Moreover, the 
Chinese government does not want its international 
reputation damaged by environmental fears. 
Chinese government policy has slowly begun to shift 
towards placing a higher priority on environmental 
controls and towards a faster revaluation of the Chinese 
currency. This change has only just begun to occur, but 
the similar transformation of Japan’s industrial structure 
and environmental policy in the 1970s also took some 
time. India, paradoxically, may prove slower to respond 
to environmental issues despite its democracy. You 
might expect that in a democracy the response to public 
protests would be faster. But in India, the democratic 
pressure is likely to emphasise poverty reduction, 
economic growth and infrastructure development for 
quite some years to come, rather than the environment. 
In that respect, as in its economic development, India 
is about 10-15 years behind China. 

The environmental trends 
in north-east Asia show 
a country that provides some 
reasons for optimism: Japan
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THE CARBON 
FOOTPRINTS 
OF THE RICH 
AND THE POOR

A
ccording to the Human Development Report 
2007/2008 Fighting climate change: Human 
solidarity in a divided world published by the 
United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP), today’s rich countries, as the beneficiaries of 
energy production and consumption since the industrial 
revolution, dominate society’s overall emissions account, 
being responsible for 7 out of 10 tonnes of CO2 emitted. 

While China may be about to overtake the United States 
as the world’s largest emitter of CO2, per capita emissions 
in China are just one fifth those of the US. Taking a 
historical perspective, the United Kingdom and the 
United States account for around 1,100 tonnes of CO2 per 
capita. This compares with 66 tonnes per capita for 
China and 23 tonnes per capita for India. These historic 
emissions matter because cumulative past emissions 
drive today’s climate change. 

POOR PEOPLE AND RICH HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES 
ON THE CARBON BALANCE

Rich countries account for 15% of world population, but 
50% of global greenhouse gas emissions and 90% of the 
carbon budget. The carbon footprint of the poorest 
1 billion people on the planet is around 3% of the global 
footprint. The differences in emissions from fossil fuel 
burning between developed and developing countries 
are staggering:

the UK (total population 60 million) emits more CO - 2 
than Egypt, Nigeria, Pakistan, and Vietnam combined 
(total population 472 million);
with annual CO - 2 emissions of 225 Mt, the 19 million 
people living in New York State have a significantly 
higher carbon footprint than the 146 Mt CO2 emitted by 
the 766 million people living in the 50 least developed 
countries;
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an average air-conditioning unit in Florida emits more  -
CO2 in a year than a single person in Afghanistan or 
Cambodia does during their lifetime, and an average 
dishwasher in Europe emits as much CO2 in a year as 
three Ethiopians do in their lifetimes. 

CHINA AT THE BALI CONFERENCE

The Chinese representative to the United Nations’ Bali 
Climate Change Conference in December 2007 questioned 
the fairness of binding cuts, given that China's per 
capita emissions are only about one-sixth of America's 
(one fifth according to the Human Development Report 
2007/2008). 
He made the point that his country has been pumping 
pollutants into the atmosphere for a mere three decades, 
whereas the Western developed countries had done 
so for hundreds of years. 
"China is in the process of industrialization and there 
is a need for economic growth to meet the basic needs 
of the people and fight against poverty," said Su Wei, 
a top climate expert for the Chinese government and 
a member of its delegation at the Bali conference. 
"I just wonder whether it's fair to ask developing 
countries like China to take on binding targets. I think 
there is much room for the United States to think whether 
it's possible to change its lifestyle and energy consumption 
patterns in order to contribute to the global climate. "
During the Bali Conference the chief United Nations 
climate scientist, Rajendra Pachauri, said it was next 
to impossible to expect developing poor countries 
to agree to cuts when their per capita emissions are 
so much lower than those in the 
West. 
"What is absolutely essential is 
to see that the developed countries 
establish a record of action and 
commitment, which I think will 
induce and provide a moral basis 
for developing countries to 
assume the burden," Pachauri 
said. 
"In the absence of that, I don't 
think anything is going to happen. 
With per capita levels being so 
different, it's not likely that anybody 
in the developing world would 
accept binding commitments". 
Nonetheless, at the Bali 
conference, Wang Gang, Minister of Science and 
Technology in China, stressed that the Chinese 
government attaches great importance to energy saving 
and emissions reduction and has set a target of reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions by 20% per unit GDP during 
2006-2010. 
In addition, in June 2007, the Chinese National Climate 
Change Programme was launched under the auspices of 
the National Development and Reform Commission 
of the People’s Republic of China. 

Under the new programme, The National Coordination 
Committee on Climate Change was established, and a 
series of policies and measures to address climate 
change have been taken in the overall context of the 
national sustainable development strategy. 

INDIA: REDUCTION OF POVERTY 
AND ECONOMIC GROWTH FACE 
THE CHALLENGE OF EMISSIONS CUTTING

According to the Report Addressing Energy Security and 
Climate Change, published by the Indian Ministry of 
Environment and Forests, the Ministry of Power and 
the Bureau of Energy Efficiency in October 2007, 
poverty reduction and economic growth are the prime 
objectives of India’s national policy. Energy is the sine 
qua non of development. 
India, with over a billion people, today produces only 
660 billion KWh of electricity; over 600 million Indians 
have no access to electricity, and limited access to other 
clean fuels, this is a population equal to the combined 
populations of the USA and the EU. 
This constrained energy access is reflected in India’s 
relatively low Human Development Index. Enhancing 
both supply of and access to energy is therefore a key 
component of the national development strategy. 
Over the past decade, gains in both poverty reduction 
and economic growth have been significant, supported 
by energy growth which has been significantly lower 
than the economic growth. 
Since 2004, the Indian economy has grown at a rate of 
over 9% per year, supported by an energy growth rate 

of less than 4% per year. Per 
capita energy consumption in 
India is less than 500 kgoe 
(kilograms of oil equivalent), 
compared to the global average 
of nearly 1,800 kgoe. 
This reduced energy intensity, 
has been driven by the 
imperatives of sustainable 
development and has been 
made possible by a range of 
factors, including India’s 
historically sustainable patterns 
of consumption, enhanced 
competitiveness, proactive 
policies to promote energy 
efficiency, and more recently, 

the use of the Clean Development Mechanism under 
the Kyoto Protocol to accelerate the adoption of clean 
energy technologies. 
India’s per capita CO2 emissions are approximately 
1 tonne per year, compared to a world average of 4 
tonnes per year. “We are determined that India’s per-
capita GHG emissions are not going to exceed those 
of developed countries even while pursuing policies 
of development and economic growth,” stated the Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh last June 2007. 

RICH COUNTRIES 
ACCOUNT FOR 15% 
OF WORLD POPULATION 
AND 90% 
OF THE CARBON BUDGET. 
THE CARBON FOOTPRINT 
OF THE POOREST 
1 BILLION PEOPLE 
ON THE PLANET 
IS AROUND 3% 
OF THE GLOBAL ONE.



REFORESTATION IN FIRE HIT AREAS: 
THE GREEK EXPERIENCE

Following the fires that occurred in 
Greece in August 2007, the non-
governmental organization PRAKSIS 
launched its Planting Project. 
The Project aims to provide environmental 
restoration support based on reforestation 
studies in cooperation with the Region of 
Western Greece, Sterea Hellas and Forest 

Forest plantation at Pukrang plant, 
Thailand

THAILAND 

GREECE

Project has begun with a completion 
deadline of March 2008. Halyps Cement, 
as member of the Greek Network for 
Corporate Social Responsibility will 
participate in this Project, with an amount 
offered by "Fondazione Italcementi Cav. 
Lav. Carlo Pesenti". 

Volunteers to support environmental 
rehabilitation in Ileia and Evia regions, afflicted 
by summer fire blazes, Greece

LANDSCAPE GREENING

Inspectorates of Pyrgos and Chalkida, with 
the objective of reforesting the lands upon 
which these studies have been performed 
by the Forest Services. 
Project volunteers will mainly come from 
the companies participating in the Greek 
Network for Corporate Social Responsibility 
which will assume implementation costs 
of the Project. 
The Project design is based on the results 
of studies on reforestation propagation 
rate carried out by Local Forest 
Inspectorates, as these studies will define 
the types of seedlings to be used. 
Currently, the reforestation study on 
9,000 square metres in the Municipality 
of Avlida, in Evia Prefecture was 
completed in early 2008, with the Forest 
Service ensuring the appropriate number 
of seedlings and seeds to be planted. 
The reforestation period runs from 
November to March, so the reforestation 

REFORESTATION PROJECTS AGAINST 
GLOBAL WARMING

In accordance with both Italcementi 
Group sustainability strategy and Asia 
Cement’s Corporate Social Responsibility 
Policy, the Pukrang plant has launched 
and developed the forest plantation 
project. The main objectives of the 
project are: to rehabilitate the plant’s 
limestone mine and to develop the 
environmental quality of the plant’s 
surroundings; to contribute to the fight 
against global warming; to encourage 
good understanding and cooperation 
among the plant, local communities and 
local government authorities. 
The forest plantation project has covered 
2 sites of the limestone mine, 
corresponding to a total land area 
of around 5 acres. In the future, Asia 
Cement plans to expand forest 
plantation to other areas within the 
plant’s property. 



SPAIN 

Juaristi Quarry, Spain 

THE BASQUE FOREST REAPPEARS 
AT JUARISTI QUARRY

Achieving a balance between the correct 
use of natural resources and long-term 
economic growth represents a keystone 
in terms of sustainable development 
commitments by Financiera y Minera’s 
Juaristi Quarry, located in the municipality 
of Mañaria, Vizcaya (Basque Country). 

The technique employed by the plant 
allows for quarry use and restoration to 
occur simultaneously as they complete 
mining sections. The restoration plan is 
mainly based on reforestation, with the 
main objective to reproduce the Basque 
forest. Today, the quarrying includes 
four fully restored levels with a fifth in 
the restoration stage. This process began 
in January 2000 when the Basque 
Government’s Department of Industry, 
Commerce and Tourism approved the 
Restoration Project presented in 1996, 
which was subject to a series of specific 
technical conditions as well as to a set of 
performance guarantees. 
These procedures include landscape 
integration based on creating survival 
conditions for implanted and naturally-
growing vegetation, which facilitates 
reintroduction of local fauna and 
restoring the aesthetic quality of the 

mined area. The Juaristi quarry’s 
characteristics are marked by the 
orography and existing massive rock, 
which require a complex mining method 
(descending benching, by means of 
drilling, blasting and dumping from the 
upper levels), as well as by its proximity 
to residential housing, industries and the 
Urkiola Natural Park.
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FOR A BUILDING, AND THEREFORE 
FOR A DESIGNER, DEALING WITH ENERGY 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN GENERAL IS NOT 
A PROBLEM, BUT IS AN EXTRAORDINARY CREATIVE 
OPPORTUNITY.

In recent years, he has developed designs at different 
scales, such as the construction of buildings with many 
different various uses, technological research, studies 
on environmental strategies for climate control and 
large urban projects. 
The most significant of these projects include the Sino 
Italian Ecological Building in Beijing, the new building 
for the Municipality of Bologna, the new Istat offices in 
Rome, the Koo Lee Institute, Centre for Sustainable 
Energy Technologies in Ningbo, China, the Villejuife-
Leo Lagrange station for the Paris underground and 
Otranto Maritime centre. 
He has received many prestigious awards, among them: 
the Energy Performance+Architecture Award (Paris 
2005), the Special Award for the Environment from the 
Cityscape World Architecture Congress (Dubai 2005) and 
the Outstanding Architect 2004 Award from the World 
Renewable Energy Congress (Denver, USA). 
Mario Cucinella works in Bologna and Paris, and he 
is the messenger of an “ethical” architecture, that takes 
into consideration care for both environmental 
and social needs. He has developed the idea of a new 
environmentally-friendly design accessible to everyone 
- an ecologic house that everyone can afford and that 
embraces a new culture of sustainable living. 
Mario Cucinella describes his ideas to sdVision. 

MARIO CUCINELLA
Architect

Trained in the school of Renzo Piano, Italian 
architect Mario Cucinella’s work is inspired by 
his attention to environmental design and 
sustainable architecture. With this approach, he 
has successfully participated in many important 
international competitions. 
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Architect Cucinella, why is it important 
that architecture deals with environmental 
and sustainability issues now?
It is important since architecture is one of the human 
activities with the greatest impact: it consumes energy, 
has a direct relationship with climate, cold, heat, the 
environment and the landscape, with people’s 
lifestyles. 
Therefore, designing today cannot mean just creating 
comfortable environments for living and working, but 
also the best use of the most innovative technologies for 
constructing buildings that consume less energy and 
fewer resources. 
Building houses that cost little during construction and 
usage and that, therefore, are affordable to people from 
all social backgrounds, not only from the most wealthy 
brackets. Internationally, a common language for new 
living is being researched, for new buildings that are 
first of all careful about their energy consumption. 
With specific attention to cultural diversities that, 
above and beyond excessive regionalism, can however 
contribute to enrich this new way of designing. 
For a building, and therefore for a designer, dealing 
with energy and environmental issues in general is 
not a problem, but is an extraordinary creative 
opportunity. 

At this time, which countries are most focused 
on the development of the green building? 
Regarding this, we see various levels in the different 
countries. In Europe, the UK is certainly the most 
advanced: it has a long green building tradition, 
especially applied to working environments. And this 
occurs because it was requested by the civil society. 
The same for Germany. France is slightly behind, 
because its decision to increase the use of nuclear power 
has made public opinion less sensitive to the issue of 
energy savings. But also in France, today the interest of 
the architecture industry for the environment is very 

high. Italy is also in the forefront: it now has one of the 
most advanced laws on energy efficiency. Unfortunately, 
at this time Italy is deficient at the implementation and 
control stage. 
Among the so-called emerging countries, China, though 
experiencing large contradictions in the field of 
environment protection and a careful use of resources, 
is highly sensitive and I recently met many Chinese 
professionals and other citizens that are aware of the 
issue of sustainable architecture. 

What are the main design lines for the ecological 
house? How does design change with respect to 
traditional design with little focus on consumption?
The main issue is to consume less, and therefore 
to design buildings that require little energy for heating 
or cooling environments. First of all, we must think 
of a well-insulated house, that needs little energy. 
The challenge is to build a new generation of buildings 
by promoting the idea of a low-consumption house. It is 
necessary to invent and suggest a new model for living. 
The environment affects people’s behaviours. We are all 
very sensitive to contexts. Therefore architecture can 
give a great contribution to the creation of a new 
culture, a new lifestyle which is really careful about the 
protection of the environment, the natural resources 
and pollution control. But for this to happen, it is 
necessary that we think of the medium- to low-classes 
of people that live in cities. And we must bring our new 
architecture to the peripheries, at sustainable costs. 
This new architecture can help improve social relations, 
especially in urban areas where the need is more widely 
felt due to large immigration flows. 

Living badly, in ugly buildings, generates bad relations. 
The home has nothing to do with single individuals, it 
deals with society as a whole. Nowadays, in large cities 
we shall commit not only to giving a home to everyone, 
but also to giving everyone a beautiful, low-consumption 

THE ECOLOGICAL HOUSE 
MUST BE BEAUTIFUL 
AND COST-EFFECTIVE, 
AT THE DESIGN STAGE, 
PROJECT STAGE, 
CONSTRUCTION STAGE 
AND USE STAGE. THIS IS 
THE REAL CHALLENGE.

Mario Cucinella
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house, able to meet the needs for environmental 
protection that we all share. 

The new ecological house is also connected 
to a new way of living? Does it allow for greater 
sharing, for collective patterns of consumption 
and usage?
Certainly we think of a developing house, which adapts 
to new needs of the widest possible population groups. 
We have in mind a house that complies with the use 
of spaces and the habits of those who live there. 
Studios, that give the opportunity to decide one’s living 
environment, to create one’s dwelling, but that are 
based on a collective energy system to be shared. 
In practice, energy is an element of sharing, of union 
between people that live in the same area, and now 
technology makes it possible. 

What are the main obstacles for widespread 
adoption of the new principles of sustainable 
architecture? 
These obstacles are certainly cultural in nature. The 
house is like the car. Buying an ecological car can still 
be difficult for consumers due to price trends that still 
do not reward people enough for buying products with 
low environmental impact. 

The same goes for the ecological home. It is therefore 
necessary to start with information, education at 
schools. Significant communication campaigns must 
take place to show the benefits of a new sustainable 
architecture. But we also need to work on costs, the 
ecological house must be beautiful and cost-effective, 
at the design stage, project stage, construction stage and 
use stage. This is the real challenge. 

SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION 
MATERIALS 

FRANCE

TX ARIA® RECEIVED 
“LES ROCS D’OR” AWARD IN PARIS

The application of TX Aria® in a street 
of south Paris has awarded Ciments 
Calcia the “Les Rocs d’or” at the 12th 
Fimbacte Festival, an event that promotes 
innovation and sustainable development 
in construction materials for the “Projects 
and Realizations” section.
Within a programme to reduce urban 

phenomenon whereby a substance 
known as a “photocatalyzer” exploits 
natural or artificial light to induce a 
powerful oxidizing process that 
transforms harmful organic and inorganic 
substances (nitric oxides, fine particles, 
volatile organic compounds, carbon 
monoxide and ozone) into absolutely 
innocuous substances.

The road has been divided into two 
sections to allow monitoring of the 
reduction efficiency of TX Aria®: an 
experimental section paved with cement 
“treated” with TX Aria®, and a section 
paved with “untreated” cement. 
The results of the trial in Vanves could 
be an example for other towns willing to 
promote sustainable urban development 
policies and taking into account citizen’s 
expectations for a better quality of life. 
The photocatalytic cements are patented 
products based on a ten-years research 
by the Italcementi Group Technical 
Centre.

atmospheric pollution, the Haute Seine 
General Council set up a six-month trial 
- from April to October 2007 - paving a 
road with TX Aria® cement. As the first 
initiative of its kind in Paris, the trial is an 
important step in the fight against urban 
pollution limiting the impact of transport-
related releases.

Every day approximately 13,000 vehicles 
use the Rue Jean Bleuzen in Vanves 
(south Paris). The road is a departmental 
thoroughfare with sufficient exposure to 
sunlight and buildings on both sides 
acting as cross-wind barriers. These 
atmospheric and logistic conditions 
ensure optimal performance of the 
Italcementi-patented titanium dioxide 
active principle of TX Aria®, which 
eliminates pollutants.

In the presence of surfaces treated with 
the TX Active® active principle, 
atmospheric pollutants decompose as a 
result of photocatalysis, a natural 



BUILDING GREEN 
TO FACE ENERGY PRICES 
AND CARBON EMISSIONS

S. RICHARD 
FEDRIZZI
President, CEO & Founding 
Chairman U. S. Green Building 
Council

Rick Fedrizzi, founding Chairman of the U. S. 
Green Building Council (USGBC), was appointed 
President & CEO of USGBC in April 2004. 
Under his leadership, the Council has embarked 
on a new era of growth, openness and 
transparency.

Rick has spearheaded a number of critical initiatives, 
including a major refinement of the Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design Rating System (LEED), and its 
extension into Homes, Schools and Healthcare, 
integration and capacity building to drive growth of the 
Council’s 70+ local Chapters, and an internal 
reorganisation to align the Council’s resources with its 
strategic goals. Under his leadership the Council’s 
membership has grown to more than 12,000 organisations 
representing millions of employees, stakeholders and 
communities. 
Under Rick’s leadership, the Council has undertaken a 
series of far-reaching domestic and international 
initiatives including working with the Clinton Global 
Initiative, the International Codes Council, and other 
national and international NGOs and trade associations. 
Outreach and education are at the top of Rick’s agenda 
for accomplishing the Council’s agenda. 2007 saw a call 
for an increase in green building research from USGBC 
and the Council is ramping up its educational programme 

by offering additional in-person workshops and 
expanding on-line opportunities. 
Prior to his appointment, Rick was the founder and 
President of Green-Think, an environmentally focused 
marketing and communications consulting firm. Rick 
founded Green-Think after a distinguished 25-years 
career at United Technologies Corporation (UTC), where 
he served as an in-house environmental marketing 
consultant. He has expressed his personal point of view 
on green building for sdVision. 

The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) represents a Green Building Rating System, 
developed by the U. S. Green Building Council, 
providing a suite of standards for environmentally 
sustainable construction. Can you briefly explain 
which are the main objectives of the LEED 
standard?
The LEED Rating System was designed to provide the 
construction market with a tool or catalyst for driving 
the practice of green building design and construction.
LEED was created to transform the building marketplace 
by promoting integrated, whole-building design 
practices. LEED gives building owners and operators the 
tools they need to have an immediate and measurable 
impact on their buildings’ performance. 

Which are the requirements 
and which are the major areas addressed 
by the LEED rating system?
The six major environmental categories addressed in the 
LEED rating system include: Sustainable Sites, Water 
Efficiency, Energy and Atmosphere, Materials and 
Resources, Indoor Environmental, Quality and 
Innovation and Design. LEED can be applied to all 
building types including new construction, commercial 
interiors, core and shell developments, existing buildings, 
homes, neighbourhood developments, schools and retail 
facilities. LEED for Healthcare is currently under 
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development and is expected to be released in early 
2008. 

How has the LEED rating system grown since 
its inception in 1998 in terms of number 
of standards involved, number of projects 
and countries of application?
We’ve seen tremendous growth since the rating system 
was launched in 2000. In 2002, there were 38 certified 
projects. Now, there are over 1,283 certified and 9,867 
projects in the pipeline – comprising over 3.2 billion 
square feet of construction space. The transformation of 
the building marketplace can also be measured through 
the people who are a part of it. 150 companies are 
joining the USGBC each week and 20 professionals are 
earning their LEED professional accreditation status per 
day. More than 80,000 attend USGBC-offered educational 
programs each year; and 92,000 are actively engaged in 
USGBC programmes nationally or through USGBC’s 72 
local Chapters and Affiliates. 

Which are the major benefits of the LEED system 
and more generally of green building strategies?
Green building is more environmentally responsible 
method of building, is healthier for occupants and better 
for the bottom line. Green building benefits the occupants 
through increased health, safety and productivity.
Building owners benefit from an increased bottom-line 
gained through energy savings, increased employee 
productivity, reduced absenteeism and turnover, and 
happier employees overall. And lastly, green building 
reduces resource use and the impact of the building on 
the land. 

Why is the concern for green building growing 
all over the world?
With energy prices soaring along with awareness for 
climate change and global warming, it’s hard not to pay 
attention. The built environment has a profound impact 
on our natural environment and while buildings are 

part of the problem, they are also part of the solution. 
Building green is an immediate and measurable way to 
turn the clocks on the climate crisis. 

In Europe there is today a growing trend towards 
energy efficiency as a milestone of a new carbon 
free economy. The building sector is one 
of the main area of intervention. Do you think 
hat the LEED system can go hand in hand with 
the European certification rules for buildings’ 
energy efficiency?
Yes, they can go hand in hand. While the LEED rating 
system was designed specifically for buildings in the 
U.S., it has been used in countries worldwide, from 
skyscrapers in Dubai to business parks in Madrid. In 
fact, there are LEED projects in over 50 countries. And 
while energy efficiency plays a key role in the rating 
system, LEED promotes a whole-building integrated 
design approach which takes the site, water, materials 
and indoor environmental quality into consideration. 

Do you believe that a widespread application 
of the LEED system might give a significant 
contribution in reducing CO2 emissions?
Worldwide carbon dioxide (CO2) emission is rampant, 
and the commercial and residential building sector 
accounts for 39% of carbon in the U. S. alone, more than 
any other sector! 

Building green is one of the best strategies for meeting 
the challenge of climate change because the technology 
to make substantial reductions in energy and CO2 
emissions already exists. The average LEED certified 
building uses 30-50% less electricity and saves 350 
metric tons of CO2 emissions annually. Modest 
investments in energy-saving and other climate-friendly 
technologies can yield buildings and communities that 
are environmentally responsible, profitable and healthier 
places to live and work, and that contribute to reducing 
CO2 emissions. 

BUILDING GREEN 
IS AN IMMEDIATE 
AND MEASURABLE WAY 
TO TURN THE CLOCKS 
ON THE CLIMATE CRISIS.

S. Richard Fedrizzi



HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND SOCIAL VALUES 
ARE DRIVING FORCES 
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION 
AND SUSTAINABILITY
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AND 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
MUST GO HAND 
IN HAND. A CLEANER 
ENVIRONMENT OFFERS 
MORE OPPORTUNITIES 
TO THE PEOPLE. 
MOST IMPORTANTLY, 
IT OFFERS GOOD HEALTH 
WHICH ENABLES PEOPLE 
TO HAVE WIDER CHOICES 
IN LIFE. SO THE FIGHT 
FOR A CLEAN 
ENVIRONMENT IS AN 
INTEGRAL PART OF 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

She is the personal representative of the Egyptian 
President Hosni Moubarak on childhood issues. As head 
of the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood 
since 1999, Moushira Khattab deals daily with the 
implementation of the welfare rights of children and 
mothers. Before working for children, Khattab was a 
career diplomat, serving as Assistant Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in charge of international cultural 
relations. She served as the Egyptian Ambassador to the 
Republic of South Africa, and non-resident Ambassador 
to the Republic of Botswana and the Kingdom of 
Lesotho. She also served as Egypt's Ambassador to the 
Czech Republic and to the Slovak Republic. She was a 
member of the Egyptian delegation to the UN General 
Assembly. sdVision met Moushira Khattab to discuss 
her view on environmental protection within the 
framework of socio-economic development.

Ambassador Khattab, do you believe that 
environmental protection and social development 
can go hand in hand? Can a clean environment 
offer more opportunities to people? 
Environmental protection is an integral part of social 
development; this is sure, because when you invest in 
the good health of human beings you will naturally 
have a high economic return. Manpower is the most 
precious of all production factors. Some people believe 
that environmental protection is a luxury that only the 
rich can afford. On the contrary I say it is a necessity 
for development, not only for social development, but 
also for economic development. When you invest in 
people, when you make sure that people live long and 
do not fall sick very often, you save the money you 
would have spent on medical treatment. 
In other words, when you work on prevention, you get 
a better return for your investment. In my view 
environmental protection and social development must 
go hand in hand and therefore a cleaner environment 
offers more opportunities to the people. Most importantly, 
it offers good health and good health enables people to 
have wider choices in life. It makes them more 
competitive in their daily works, they can think better 

MOUSHIRA 
KHATTAB
Ambassador

Moushira Khattab is described by the Egyptian 
media as a “unique personality”. 
She is Secretary-General of the National Council 
for Childhood and Motherhood in Egypt and 
Vice-Chair of the UN Committee on the Rights 
of the Child. 
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I WOULD ENCOURAGE 
EMERGING COUNTRIES 
TO KEEP THEIR CULTURAL 
IDENTITY FROM THE POINT 
OF VIEW OF CONSUMPTION 
PATTERNS, PROVIDED THAT 
THE MINIMUM STANDARDS 
OF LIVING ARE AVAILABLE 
AND ENSURED.

Moushira Khattab

and they can contribute to their own welfare and to the 
welfare of the society. So the fight for a clean 
environment is an integral part of social development.
I also want to say that the fight for a better environment 
is definitely a social engagement, because we must 
remember that human beings are the ones responsible 
for destroying our ecosystems. We contribute as human 
beings to the depletion of ecosystems. So human beings 
must make the effort and engage with making the 
environment healthier and more livable. People are the 
most important component of the social system and the 
attitude of people is instrumental for the protection of 
the environment. And I am thinking of people working 
in industries; I’m thinking of the behaviours of people 
wherever they are as consumers or producers; and I’m 
thinking of industries, who can be more or less available 
to play their socially responsible role. 
Nowadays we have organisations that do not express 
any social responsibility, while we have others with a 
strong corporate social responsibility. Italcementi Group 
is a good example here in Egypt. We are implementing 
together a programme on environmental protection. We 
are working in the most marginalized and deprived 
areas of Cairo. We are working with poor people to 
improve their environment. We are restoring schools, 
cultivating green areas; we are educating children and 
trying to explain how they can protect the environment, 
how they can contribute to a cleaner environment. They 
have to work hard on the protection of the environment. 
Italcementi has started a dialogue with local communities. 
People used to look at cement companies as polluters: 
here we have a new role of interacting with people to 
improve the environment, and this is very positive.

Do you think that emerging and mature countries 
should have different roles in the achievement of 
sustainability objectives?
I would say that emerging and mature economies should 
work towards the same goal, to protect the environment 

and to have a healthy and enabling environment. The 
environment is everything that surrounds us: it can be 
the natural environment, it can be the work environment, 
it can be a good government, it can be wherever you 
live and work. Thus emerging and mature countries 
should work in the same direction, but actually they do 
not. Why? Because they have different starting points. 
They have different assets, limitations and tools. They 
have different cultures. And of course all of these 
factors inevitably make their roles different. Their role 
is also different because of their socio-economic 
situations. For example, the level of State control over 
the economic entities responsible for pollution or whose 
performance is shaping the environment can be very 
different. 
How much control does the State have over these 
entities? Is it a strong State or a failing State? A failing 
State will not have any influence on other actors. 
A pluralistic society will differ from a totalitarian 
society. The balance among different forces in a society 
shapes the role of the country in the path towards 
development. 
To understand the situation we should also consider the 
cooperation between the State and the different actors, 
because this will shape the State’s role once again. And 
then: how much awareness is there within the society 
of the need to protect the environment? Is there a 
prevailing culture in favour of environmental 
protection? Finally, you have to consider the cost of 
environmental protection measures. Usually, a clean 
industry costs you more than a polluting industry. 
So I would ask the mature economies to assist the 
emerging economies in not following in their footsteps. 
We have to remember that industrialized economies 
have reached the point where they are now without 
adopting an environment friendly approach; this means 
it is not fair now for the mature economies to ask the 
emerging economies to realize their development using 
clean energies and clean industries. They need assistance, 
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We must work together to encourage 
dialogue, to encourage tolerance 
and to encourage mutual understanding 
and acceptance

because the environment affects everybody. So they 
should assist emerging economies by making available 
to them the modern technologies that will help them to 
achieve economic development without polluting the 
environment. The mature economies should refrain 
from selling obsolete equipments or equipments that 
pollute the environment to emerging economies. There 
should be a responsibility on the part of the mature 
economies to assist the emerging economies to keep the 
global environment clean.

The most disadvantaged areas of the world 
are today under the biggest threat of global 
warming effects. Which is the solution to this 
problem in your opinion? 
The priority must be to raise the awareness of these 
countries about global warming effects, because most 
of them don’t know anything about it. So you have to 
raise awareness and then you need laws and you need 
to check that these laws are applied. Finally, human 
resources must be educated at national level. Afterwards 
you can move to the international level. 
 
Does it still have meaning to speak about ‘North’ 
and ‘South’ or should we think in terms of a global 
village with common goals and interests to achieve?
We have to start thinking as a global village, but we 
must have different strategies for the North and the 

South because, as I already said, we have different 
levels of development, different social structures. We 
need different strategies and participation is the name 
of the game: you have to ensure the participation of the 
individual citizen, of society as a whole and of the 
private sector. And then we have to put an emphasis on 
children, so that it will be easier to change mindsets in 
order to make sure future generations contribute to a 
healthy environment.

Do you consider local initiatives for sustainable 
development to be as important as global ones?
Actually local initiatives are the corner stone. There 
will be no global initiative if there is no local initiative. 
You can do whatever you want at an international level, 
but if you don’t have implementation at the local level 
you will never reach your target.

All politicians in the world are today attempting 
to deal with issues of immigration and emigration. 
Generally speaking the movement of people has 
always been to the benefit of the rich world. 
Prosperous countries with ageing workforces rely 
more and more on young foreign workers; around 
a third of the Americans who won Nobel prizes 
in Physics in the past seven years were born abroad; 
around 40% of science and engineering PhDs 
working in America are immigrants; and around 
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one third of Silicon Valley companies were started 
by Indian and Chinese enterpreneurs. Despite this, 
immigration is today perceived as a problem; 
people are still afraid of foreigners and it’s difficult 
to explain immigration’s benefits. What’s your 
opinion on this issue? What is the best way to keep 
borders open and let people of different cultures 
understand each other?
To have a clean environment and sustainable 
development, we must be aware that we are living an 
era of human rights. 
Human rights have become a central issue now, and the 
violation of human rights has become a reason for 
interfering in other countries’ affairs. A very important 
component of social, economic and cultural rights is the 
right to a decent standard of living. So citizens within 
mature and emerging economies have the same right to 
a decent standard of living and 
they must keep it. 
We must assist emerging economies 
with establishing viable economic 
development and securing a decent 
standard of living for each one of 
their citizens if we want them to 
control immigration. 
The perception of life quality is 
obviously different in different 
societies. But there are minimum 
standards for quality of life: clean 
air quality, healthy food, the right 
to quality education, the right to 
social security. As a global village 
we must guarantee that emerging 
economies ensure their citizens the 
opportunity to live according to 
these minimum standards, within a 
context of democracy supported by 
transparency and by a strong fight 
against corruption.
All these ethical values work 
towards a decent standard of living and a decent quality 
of life. Whether we have the same consumption patterns 
in both the rich and emerging countries is irrelevant. 
On the contrary I think that the mature economies now 
have consumption patterns that they themselves want 
to correct. I would therefore encourage emerging 
countries to keep their cultural identity from the point 
of view of consumption patterns, provided that the 
aforementioned minimum standards of living are 
available and ensured.
To better understand what is happening today with 
regard to immigration we must look back at its history. 
It was encouraged by the North to address shortage of 
manpower after wars. At that time immigrants were 
welcome. Now that this unbalance has been corrected 
the North does not want any more immigration. This is 
one side of the problem. But there is another. Some 
immigrants arrive now with an ideology and want to 
import their culture into the host country. And the host 
population is not happy with that. These immigrants are 

manipulated by ideologies that exploit their fragile 
situation, and they feel guilty for leaving their country 
behind. Thus today immigration is no longer just about 
people seeking to earn their living, but people seeking 
to change a culture. This is the way I read it. 
My view is that both emerging and mature economies 
must work together to protect people in emerging 
economies from ideological manipulation. 
People are being manipulated for political reasons. 
We must work together to encourage dialogue, to 
encourage tolerance and to encourage mutual 
understanding and acceptance. We are different but we 
can work together. And if you don’t try to make a copy 
of me, we can live together being different. As an 
immigrant I have to respect your rules; I should not 
attempt to destroy your house. It is a cultural identity 
question that is at stake now. That’s why mature 

economies are now looking at 
immigration with fear - they still 
need manpower to a certain extent 
but they don’t want a political or 
cultural invasion. 
I also feel that emigration is harmful 
to emerging economies because 
usually those who emigrate are the 
educated ones, they are not the 
illiterates. So it is a brain drain for 
the emerging economies and is 
hardly accepted by the mature ones. 
The solution to this will be dialogue 
on how to regulate immigration. 
I believe that what is happening 
now is not fair on the emerging 
economies. But emerging economies 
must be more diligent in working 
on sustainable socio-economic 
development to attract their most 
talented people, to keep them at 
home. Mature economies should 
help emerging economies to achieve 

socio-economic development that can prevent 
emigration. Therefore the best way to keep the borders 
open and let people of different cultures understand 
each other is to create a situation in which they will 
respect one another, in which they will feel equal, and 
can be a part of the economic development of their own 
country.

How can we support cultural diversity as 
a foundation for opportunities in the global village?
We can support cultural diversity by making the people 
of different cultures proud of their own culture. This is 
the only way: we must keep away from putting everyone 
in a strait-jacket. 
People must be encouraged to speak their own language, 
they must be encouraged to learn about their history 
and their culture, especially the second and third 
generations, and they must at the same time be 
encouraged to mix, not to live in ghettos. This is very 
serious. 

HUMAN RIGHTS HAVE 
BECOME A CENTRAL 
ISSUE NOW, AND THE 
VIOLATION OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS HAS BECOME 
A REASON FOR 
INTERFERING IN OTHER 
COUNTRIES’ AFFAIRS. 
A VERY IMPORTANT 
COMPONENT 
OF SOCIAL, ECONOMIC 
AND CULTURAL RIGHTS 
IS THE RIGHT TO 
A DECENT STANDARD 
OF LIVING.
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FOR LOCAL COMMUNITIES

TOWARDS THE RENOVATION 
OF THE SOFIA ART GALLERY

“The masters of art meet the masters of 
building” is the new joint project 
between Devnya Cement and Sofia 
Municipality, with the goal of renovating 
the Sofia City Art Gallery. The project, 
which promotes the celebration of the 
30th anniversary of the Gallery’s creation 
and opening, will use over 1,000 sq.m. 
of “Maestro Term,” a new and innovative 
thermal insulation system produced by 
Devnya Cement. 
The joint project was launched in 

INDIA

BULGARIA

HEALTH CAMP ON “VIRAL 
CONJUNCTIVITIS” IN KODUR 
VILLAGE

Facing the large numbers of the people 
living within and nearby the villages 
suffering from eye infections, Zuari 
Cement took initiatives and established 
a medical camp in Kodur Village. 

By the end of September 2007, medical 
tests had been performed on 120 people 
with medication provided to 166 people. 
Tests were conducted for conjunctivitis, 
polyasrthrdigia and respiratory infections, 
with a total investment of Rs.5,400. 
The Company’s establishment of the 
medical camp was greatly appreciated 

MOROCCO 

EASY WAY TO SCHOOL

In January 2008, Ciments du Maroc 
celebrated the festival of Achoura with 
800 children in Marrakech. The initiative 
was organised in partnership with a 
local NGO and two local companies. 
Betomar employees were involved in 
the event. The two Moroccan companies 
donated 150 bicycles to college students, 
whose travel between college and home 
had become an obstacle to continue 
their education. Ciments du Maroc 
donated clothes, food and beverages for 
all the children. Local authorities were 
present during the event and appreciated 
the efforts made by the organisers of 
the event.

by the villagers. So many people were 
suffering from viral disease that almost 
90% of them came in for testing and 
received medical treatments.  

PROVIDING STREET LIGHTS 
AT KODUR VILLAGE

On behalf of the villagers, Sarpanch 
of Kodur Grampanchayat asked the 
Zuari Cement to provide street lights 
along the road connecting Kodur 
Village to Veimpalli road.

In late spring 2007, the Company 
completed the installation in the village 
with a total investment of Rs.80,000.

The “happening show” performed by actors from 
The National Academy for Theatre and Film Art, in front 
of the Sofia City Art Gallery, Bulgaria

September 2007 with a special event 
and product demonstration. In front of 
the Sofia City Art Gallery a “happening 
show” was performed by actors from 
The National Academy for Theatre and 
Film Art. The show was an untraditional 
performance with circus equilibristic 
elements. Using this unique way of 
presenting the project, Devnya Cement 
introduced the new dry mortar building 
materials range under the “Maestro” 
brand, including “Maestro Term”, 
the base element in the 
renovation of the art gallery. 
During the “happening 

show” the actors played the roles of 
builders, using the “Maestro” building 
materials, and used the actual builders 
as their partners. Following the 
instructions provided by the experts, the 
audience was given the opportunity to 
participate in the “Maestro School” and 
experience for themselves the motto of 
the products: “Be a Master with 
Maestro”.
Special guests at the event included the 

Mayor of Sofia, General Boyko 
Borisov, official representa-

tives of Devnya Cement, 
representatives of Sofia 
City Municipality, Sofia 
City Art Gallery, and 
clients and partners of the 
company.
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FOR LOCAL COMMUNITIES

GREECE

JOINING PROJECTS FOR EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITIES

The Greek Ministry of Internal Affairs 
is promoting a new subsidized project 
called “Equal” for companies operating 
in Greece. The project aims to provide 
access for unemployed people to 
the labour market through training of 
repatriated emigrants and the support 
of public employment consultants, 
executives in private sectors and 
employers’ associations. 
The project will enhance the 
opportunities offered by the local labour 
market promoting equal opportunities. 
Specialized primary social services play a 
key role providing a personalized 
approach and facilitating contacts with 
active structures in the labour market.

The Social Services Network operates 
independent support, which provides 
social care services to avoid direct and 
indirect exclusion from the labour 
market. The final outcome of this project 
will be a “portal of access to the labour 
market” (technically supported by a 
job-posting system through the 
internet), used by unemployed people 
and enterprises, to facilitate access to 
the labour market matching vacancies 
and employment applications.
Unemployed, economic migrants, the 
repatriated emigrants of Thriasio Pedio 
and the industries operating in the area 
will all benefit from this project. Within 
Aspropyrgos municipality there are over 
14,000 repatriated migrants. 

The consulting structures supported by 
the present plan will have a wider scope 
extending benefits to the participating 
municipalities surrounding Thriasio 
Pedio. 
The local economy will also benefit 
from the combination of vacancies with 
applications for employment. As a 
matter of fact, within the programme 
unemployed people join companies in 
the local area for a five weeks period: 
the salary is paid through the Ministry 

and companies are subsidized for their 
effort. Halyps Cement participated in 
the project employing 6 people in the 
plant and 1 person in the quarry. 
The initiatives has many shared 
advantages: it supports relations with 
the local community; it offers an 
opportunity for training in line with 
the employment company’s policy; 
it provides the ground for future 
cooperation between the company 
and the workers. 

Halyps Cement supports other initiatives 
towards equal opportunities. 
The Company participated in the project 
subsidized by the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs providing incentives and 
implementing gender equality measures 
to promote equal participation in 

Halyps Cement, Greece, participates in the Equal Opportunities 
Project promoted by the Greek Ministry of Internal Affairs

responsibility roles between men and 
women. The main areas of the 
programme are training, counselling 
and positive actions. Specific training 
sessions are dedicated to women in the 
fields of managerial skills, corporate 
culture, personal computing and 
administration. Counselling services 
are provided by a specialized associate-
psychologist. Finally, Halyps Cement’s 
positive actions in favour of women 
include:

participating in vocational training  -
programmes;
adopting organizational changes  -
integrating equal opportunity 
practices;
providing consultancy services;  -
offering services aimed at balancing  -
work and family needs. 
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The fire-ravaged prefecture of Ileia, Greece, August 2007

37

AID AND RECONSTRUCTION FOR 
VILLAGES HIT BY FIRES IN GREECE

Wildfires ravaged the Peloponnese and 
other parts of Greece for 7 days in 
August 2007 as thousands of villagers 
fled their homes and the official death 
toll from the unprecedented blazes 
climbed to 63. Greece experienced more 
wildfire activity in August 2007 than 
other European countries experienced 
over the previous decade, according to 
data from ESA satellites. Firefighters and 
army conscripts, aided by foreign 
volunteers, fought blazes in the 
Peloponnesian prefectures of Ileia, 
Arcadia and Messinia and on the island 
of Evia and rescue workers evacuated 

some 30 villages encircled by the flames. 
Fire also broke out on the slopes of 
Athens’s Mount Hymettus. 
The fire service sent planes, helicopters 
and trucks to extinguish the blaze which 
burned forestland near the northeastern 
suburb of Papagou. But other fires 

purpose. Additionally the company 
purchased goods (medicines, clothing 
and food) and published an internal 
announcement for staff in case they 
wanted to donate. Staff responded 
positively and donated many of the 
required goods. 

Halyps Cement invited all of its employees 
to inform the Human Resources 
Department of the amount they wished 
to donate as economic aid for 
Peloponnesus fire victims. 
The amount gathered was significant. In 
addition, CCB in Belgium sent parcels 
with materials (clothing, etc.) for the 
children.

Following the fires in August, the 
Hellenic Corporate Social Responsibility 
Network asked its members to participate 
in a joint action to support people 
affected by the fires. The programme, 
called “The Next Day”, was implemented 
by the non-governmental organisation 
PRAKSIS and included:

assistance at home, enhancement  -
of quality of life for sensitive social 
groups impacted by fire, specifically 
the elderly; 
information to teachers and parents’  -
associations on how to deal with 
possible psycho-social problems in 
children from the affected regions; 
organisation of volunteers from the  -
Network members to provide help 
in the areas of flood prevention, 
restoration and tree planting. 

As a member of the Hellenic CSR 
Network, Halyps Cement joined this 
initiative along with "Fondazione 
Italcementi Cav. Lav. Carlo Pesenti", 
which contributed 25,000 € to the relief 
effort.

proved more difficult to control. Large 
fires also burned in Amaliada and Oleni. 
One of the worst blazes was in the 
village of Frixa where residents 
telephoned television stations to appeal 
for help as they waited for helicopters to 
arrive and airlift them to rescue. Super 
Puma helicopters evacuated dozens of 
people from these villages. But some 
citizens, particularly elderly residents, 
were reluctant to leave their homes. 
Serious blazes also hit the prefecture of 
Arcadia and a large fire in Evia split into 
four fronts, spreading menacingly. The 
site of Ancient Olympia was also struck 
by fire but the museum, temples and 
stadiums were not damaged; however, 
flames ravaged nearby villages. 

The fires left hundreds of people 
homeless, and hospitals in fire-affected 
areas provided temporary accommodation 
to citizens. 
Halyps Cement actively participated in 
the effort throughout the country to 
reconstruct the fire hit areas. 
Halyps Cement contributed to this effort 
by offering 3,500 tons of cement for 
infrastructure projects and residences in 
the afflicted areas, joining in along with 
the country’s business community via 
the information and coordination office 
set up by SEV (Hellenic Federation of 
Enterprises) in cooperation with the 
Emergency Aid Fund established for this 
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EGYPT

EDUCATION

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES 
FOR EGYPTIAN YOUTH

In line with its Sustainable Development 
strategy and with the aim of creating 
a constructive dialogue with the local 
community, the Egyptian subsidiary 
Helwan Cement (as part of Suez Cement) 
donated 400,000 EGP (approximately 
50,000 €) to seven preparatory and 
primary schools located near the plant. 
The purpose of the partnership agreement 
signed with the Educational Department 
of El Minya governorate (and welcomed 
by the Governor of El Minya who attended 
the ceremony) is to contribute to 
improving the living conditions of the 
local communities around the plant 
by upgrading the school infrastructures, 
equipping the classrooms, purchasing 
computers and books for the library and 
creating green corners for the children. 
In addition to that, El Minya plant signed 
a partnership agreement with El Minya 
University Faculty of Engineering to focus 
on developing three components: 
establishment of a computer and 
a language laboratories, a training 

programme for 40 students, and 
workshops on the properties 
and applications of white 
cement organized by the 
training department of 
Suez Cement in 
cooperation with the 
Italcementi Group training 
department, the Group 
Technical Centre, and the Milan 
Polytechnic. Under this initiative, El 
Minya plant offered a scholarship worth 
20,000 Euros for one of the best 
engineering graduates of El Minya 
University to participate in the master 
on Civil Engineering organized by the 
“Scuola di Specializzazione F.lli Pesenti” 
in cooperation with Milan Polytechnic. 
As one of the main companies in the 
governorate (located in Upper Egypt, 350 
km from Cairo) and as a major provider of 
job opportunities to the youth of the 
area, in September 2007 El Minya plant 
was invited by the Governor and the local 
“New Vision Association for Development” 
to speak on the careers and training 
opportunities offered by the company 
at the First Job Fair in El Minya 

Children involved in the Suez Cement’s educational programme, Egypt

Governorate. The Fair took place in a 
Bedouin tent located in front of the 
Governor’s building. The Recruitment and 
Training department of Suez Cement 
welcomed more than 1.000 students, 
providing them with information on 
training and career opportunities within 
the company.

RAISING THE SAFETY AWARENESS 
OF WORKERS 

A national campaign for occupational 
safety and health took place in Egypt 
during the last three months of 2007 
under the auspices of Mrs. Aisha Abdel 
Hadi, Minister of Manpower and 
Immigration. The Ministry organized the 
campaign in cooperation with the 
International Labor Organisation (ILO) 
and Suez Cement. In the frame of 
Italcementi Group Zero Accidents project, 
the Egyptian company officially launched 
in October 2007 the “Salamtak Bel 
Donia” campaign (Your Safety is Your 
Life) with an Open Door event at 
Kattameya plant hosting more than 2000 
participants. 

The campaign aimed at focusing on 
raising awareness of the workers in the 
cement sector on the causes and 
consequences of work injuries, how to 
avoid them and how to deal with them. 
The campaign mobilized local television 
and satellite channels and placed printed 
materials and posters in the streets and 
on public transportation, in order to 
spread the message of occupational 
safety and health.
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FRANCE INDIA

More than 200 people attended the 
event, from school children to senior 
citizens. Aimed at providing better 
understanding of the production of 
aggregates, the initiative highlighted the 
importance of natural resources and the 
Company’s commitment to minimise the 
environmental impact of the necessary 
industrial processes. 

BOOKS DONATION FOR CHILDREN 

In line with Italcementi Group’s 
Sustainable Development strategy, Asia 
Cement launched the Book Donation 
for Local Children project in Thailand at 
the end of 2007. The project provides 
donated books for one year to the local 
school libraries where plants are located, 
namely in Pukrang, Takli and Cha-am. 

39

School library involved in the books
donation programme of Asia Cement,

Thailand

This project is considered a significant 
starting point for further socially 
responsible actions and initiatives by 
the Company.

THAILAND
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MAKING STAKEHOLDERS AWARE 
OF SUSTAINABILITY VALUES 

In 2007, for the fifth year, the French 
Ministry of Environment and Ecology 
organized a Sustainable Development 
week throughout the country. In 2007 
GSM played an active role during the SD 
week to illustrate the approach of a 
responsible company to dialogue with 
stakeholders on environmental and social 
issues. Organized with the Town Hall of 
Saint Fraigne, GSM and the quarry at 
Biarge invited stakeholders to attend a 
Sustainable Development Day to 
raise awareness of sustainability 
issues, including an open air 
exhibition along a new walking 
path - “from turf to stone”. 
After an introduction to GSM’s 
activity and an explanation of the 
role of aggregates in buildings and civil 
works, a guided walk illustrated how 
turf was used, archaeological findings, 
and the preservation of protected species 
in the water zone. The path opened onto 
the limestone quarry with an explanation 
of the production of aggregates. Visitors 
to the site were able to see how the 
industrial activity balances economic and 
environmental requirements as GSM 
explained its commitment to safety, 
environmental protection and dialogue 
with local communities and 
associations.
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DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL BOOKS 
TO STUDENTS IN YERRAGUNTLA 
HIGH SCHOOL

To encourage a competitive spirit among 
students and as part of school 
development, at the request of Village 
President Mr. Ravi Prasad Reddy and the 
teachers of the school, Zuari Cement 
distributed school books to poor 
students at the Boys High School in 
Yerraguntla, whose parents are mostly 
employed in cement factories. 
In November 2007, the Company 
distributed school books to about 120 
students (total investment: Rs.15,000), 
with the participation of the Human 
Resources department. 
Through this programme, the local 
community has recognized the 
Company’s support to local schools and 
students. The initiative has received 
widespread coverage in local 
newspapers.
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company partners, neighbours from 
Aspropyrgos, Elefsina and Mandra 
municipalities had the unique opportu-
nity to meet the main executives of 
Halyps Cement in a festive and open 
atmosphere. 
Attendees were able to learn about 
actions taken by the Company to pursue 
at best safe working conditions for 
its employees, consistent quality for its 
products and services, and environmental 
protection.
Visitors were impressed by the size of 
the facilities, where every year thousand 
tons of cement is produced combining 
industrial activities with environmental 

A FESTIVE ATMOSPHERE TO LEARN 
HOW CEMENT PRODUCTION WORKS

In 2007 Halyps Cement Company 
“opened its doors” to the public for a 
second time. 
The plant welcomed 1200 visitors 
including inhabitants of the area, 
employees and their families, senior 
Western Attica Prefectural Authorities, 
local community members, Aspropyrgos 
Municipal Authorities and anyone 
interested in understanding how one 
of the largest cement industries in the 
Mediterranean works.
Families of employees, local authorities, 

protection, social responsibility and 
employees safety.
In addition to the programme activities, 
special entertainment was provided by 
management for children who attended 
the event.

100 YEARS OF WORK AND DIALOGUE 
WITH THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

At the Compagnie des Ciments Belges 
(CCB) 600 workers annually produce 
2 million tons of cement, 5 million tons 
of aggregates and 750,000 m3 of 
concrete. One hundred years ago, CCB 
started with a team of only 30 
employees. 
The 100-year jubilee has been an 
opportunity to thank all those who 

contributed to the success of the 
company: employees, management, 
customers, suppliers, local authorities 
and all other stakeholders. To celebrate 
the 100-year anniversary, an "Open 
Door" event took place at the CCB site 
in Gaurain-Ramecroix, near the town of 
Tournai. Two thousand people visited 
the quarry, which is the biggest in 
Europe, and the modern cement plant, 
and checked how advanced technologies 
are used to manufacture its products. 

The plant 
implements the 
best available 
technologies for 
quality, service 
and reduction of 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
impacts, such as bagfilters 
for dust reduction. Visitors to the plant 
were guided by pictures, videos, posters, 
product samples and workers’ 
explanations through the past, present 
and future of CCB. The company’s plans 
for the future are based on the significant 
involvement of its employees, the new 
quarry at Barry and Italcementi Group’s 
continued achievements in R&D.
CCB is strongly committed to its local 
community. The company is a major 
employer in the region with most of the 
600 workers living in the surrounding 
areas.

Gaurain’s plant organises regular visits 
to the site for local schools, public 
services (such as Tournai’s firemen and 
policemen), customers and suppliers. 
Moreover, CCB management meets 
neighbours twice a year, in cooperation 
with the Town and Region representatives, 
to discuss environmental issues. 

Open day at CCB site in Gaurain-Ramecroix, Belgium

a l
gfilters

GREECE

Halyps Cement, Greece, opens its doors to the 
public
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SPAIN

the different stages of the revamping 
project, focusing on the construction of 
the new silo and the state-of-the-art kiln. 
Later on, the attendees visited the quarry 
and new facilities area to have a better 
look on the works in progress close to the 
final stages. 
The next stop was at shipping department 
where it was shown how the processes of 
cement packaging, palletising and loading 

work. The plant visit ended in the control 
room where it was possible to see on flat 
screens how the entire cement process is 
managed through an high degree of 
automation. 
Since 1997 Financiera y Minera has been 
organising group visits to its industrial 
facilities (plants and aggregate quarries) 
as a way of displaying transparency and 
keeping in touch with its surroundings. 

The eleventh annual 
“Open Day” 

in Financiera y Minera, 
Spain, Malaga 2007

A folk-dance group animating the Ankara Plant’s open door initiative, Turkey 
SINGING AND DANCING 
AT THE CEMENT PLANT 

Set Cement opened the doors to its 
Ankara Plant in June 2007, with the 
purpose of bringing together all its 
employees with their families and 
representatives of the local community, 
public authorities and schools. It was also 
an opportunity to celebrate the 80th 
anniversary of the plant, which was the 
first cement plant to be built after the 
declaration of the Turkish Republic in 
1923. The event started with a speech 
from Set Cement’s Chairman. Later on a 
technical explanation of the cement 
manufacturing process was given. All 
together, the plant hosted 700 visitors 
during this event.

A LONG TRADITION 
OF OPEN DOORS IN MALAGA

In 2007 Financiera y Minera celebrated 
its 11th annual “Open Door” at the 
Malaga plant. With one thousand people 
participating, the “Puertas Abiertas” 
exceeded expectations compared to 
previous years’ events. The visit started 
with a photography exhibition showing 

TURKEYY






